This is the Greatest Unjust Case XZ2& AN E R

In the more than two years since the "Gang of
Four" was defeated, the people of the whole
country have responded to the call by the Party
Central Committee and Chairman Hua [Guofeng]
to "govern the country by grasping key principles
and achieve initial results within three years."
Through practical actions, they have saved the
national economy, which was on the verge of
collapse. The 11th Party Congress and the Fifth
National People's Congress put forward the
general task of building a powerful socialist
country with the "Four Modernizations." The Third
Plenary Session of the 11th Party Central
Committee decided to shift the work center of the
whole party and the whole country to the track of
modernization. To realize this transfer smoothly
and to speed up the construction of the "Four
Modernizations," a stable and united political
situation is necessary, and the people of the
whole country also eagerly hope to have a stable
and united political situation. When this situation
is realized, the people's democratic rights will be
fully guaranteed, and the people will be able to
bring up their opinions and speak their minds as
well as feel comfortable, be lively, and have a
strong fighting spirit. This situation is currently
taking shape. The people of the whole country
will not accept anyone who undermines this
situation, and neither will the Educated Youth!

The communique of the Third Plenary Session of
the 11th Party Central Committee pointed out:
"Only by resolutely rehabilitating criminal cases,
correcting misjudged cases, and making clear
statements about unjust cases can we
consolidate the unity of the party and the people
and maintain the lofty prestige of the party and of
Comrade Mao Zedong." To achieve genuine
stability and unity and to convince the people of
the whole country to willingly fight with one heart
and one mind, we must follow the Party's
principle of seeking truth from facts, follow the
communique of the Third Plenary Session of the
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10th Party Central Committee, resolutely set
things right, and boldly rectify the situation.

What is an unjust case? We maintain that the
issue of the Educated Youth on the farm is a
major unjust case. There may be some things
that are misunderstood, so let us look back on
history and study the facts. There are three
injustices:

The first injustice:

We were forcibly deprived of the right to
education by Lin Biao and the "Gang of Four."
Due to the Cultural Revolution, our elementary
school [education] only lasted five years. The
standard length of middle school is three years,
but we only went for two years. And in those two
pitiful years, "learning as the focus" was upturned
to become "learning as the supplement," with
"learn from the workers," "learn from the farmers,"
"learn from the the military," "accelerated
harvesting," "optimized rice harvesting," and
"campaigns" taking up nearly half of the time. In a
year, we never really got the chance to study
peacefully. It was pitiful; "middle school students"
such as this were rare in the world. After two
years of this, we graduated. "Graduated," and
then what awaited us? Either "Gan, Ah, Liang"
[three ethnic minority autonomous prefectures—
Ganzi, Aba, and Liangshan—in Yunnan Province]
or the "production and construction corps"; we
had one of two choices! On December 21 [year
missing], a special commentator's article in
People's Daily titled "Long Live the People"
pointed out that "...teenagers who are studying
are being forcibly deprived of learning
opportunities..." Who didn't know? We were
those teenagers. Let us ask: Was it an injustice to
be "forcibly deprived" of learning opportunities
and to "graduate" in this way?

The second injustice:

We were deceived by Lin Biao and the "Gang of
Four." As we all know, in the early 1970s, Lin
Biao set up 11 provincial-level "production and
construction corps" and proposed two "vigorous
developments,” luring naive young people under
the banner of the "liberation army." Who knows if
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he was acting for the sake of vigorous
development or to usurp the party leadership? On
the one hand, we were forced to "graduate"; on
the other hand, those petty crooks were allowed
to recruit soldiers. At that time, one factor was
that we were young and ignorant, another was
that our families had difficulties, and the third was
that we had no other path we could take. We
didn't have the "wonderland" of "pineapples at
their feet and bananas over their heads." We
were deceived by ideals, compelled by national
difficulties, and forced by fate. Regardless of
family difficulties or what illnesses we had, and
without going through a "physical examination,"
we were cajoled and rushed, and then all of us
were "cleared out" and taken to Yunnan. | would
like to ask: Is this kind of cajoling, rushing, and
"clearing out" an injustice?

The third injustice:

The local bureaucrats regard us as "a bunch of
hoodlums," and society treats us coldly. To this
day, some people even see us as "a superfluous
generation" and "obsolete waste." We know that
interference and sabotage by Lin Biao and the
"Gang of Four" caused us to suffer greatly and
brought about "Educated Youths going to the
countryside to receive reeducation from the poor
and lower-middle peasants..." The historical
outcome was that, to lighten the country's burden,
we responded to the historical call to "accept
reeducation" and made the greatest personal
sacrifice—losing the right to education and
offering up eight or nine years of our youth, the
most precious time of life. We have gritted our
teeth and withstood heavy physical labor that
should be unbearable for teenagers. We have
survived the challenging life of the "25,000 miles"
[like that of the Long March]. We fully expected
that the historical "outcome" of Lin Biao and the
"Gang of Four" would be collapse. The history of
an era will also disappear, and our problems shall
also be resolved. When we heard the news that
the National Conference on Educated Youth had
convened, we, who had been imprisoned and
suffocated by an empty, boring life for eight
years, were almost ecstatic... We never expected
that the "representatives" of the farm, whose
names we had never even heard and who rely on
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the issuance of "money for Educated Youth" to
keep their official positions, would still be playing
those "Gang of Four" tricks of lying, talking big,
deceiving, "reporting good news but not bad
news," concealing the truth, raping public opinion,
and making false and exaggerated reports to the
Party Central Committee about the situation of
the Educated Youth on the farm. They spoke
about us with shameful and disgusting words, like
the aforementioned members of society who think
that we are a "superfluous generation" and
"obsolete waste." As a result, the issue of the
Educated Youth on our farm was "finalized." The
great hatred of the times seems to have dragged
me into the abyss of the Pacific Ocean... May |
ask, is this type of treatment just or unjust?

Listen, the people's response is: Unjust! Unjust!
Unjust!

Deciding the fate of millions of people in this
unreasonable manner is the greatest injustice!

However, we "red flag" Educated Youth will not
endure the oppression of local bureaucracy
forever, and we will never be at the mercy of an
unfair fate. That's it. This is precisely the reason
we issued a call for rehabilitation: Strike! Petition!
Hunger strike! However, under these
circumstances, the local bureaucrats are still
playing their deceitful tricks. On the one hand,
they invent facts and slander [us as] "a small
group of people making trouble" to deceive the
central authorities. (How dimwitted is this group of
bureaucrats who don't read books or
newspapers?!) On the other hand, they exert
pressure, pretend to be the "central investigation
team," and even set vicious traps to try to lure
young people into taking the bait, to find reasons
to suppress the masses and make a bloodbath of
the farm... All of this, all of this, how could anyone
tolerate it?! In everything these bureaucratic
overlords do, is there even a whiff of true
communists, servants of the people? The
Educated Youth who have been baptized in the
battles of the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution are enlightened. Years of experience
in being cheated guided them to rationally avoid
this bloody tragedy. Facts have fully
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demonstrated that the Educated Youth on the
farms are useful and promising.

The people feel that, if this unjust case is not
rehabilitated, stability and unity will suffer. Why do
we say this? There are three reasons:

The first is emotional instability. The problem of
Educated Youth involves thousands of
households. The reason is very simple. The
cases of the Educated Youth who were sent to
rural areas as farmers have been properly
resolved. We don't need to wait and see.
Educated Youth on the farms number over a
million. Millions of them are constantly worried
about their children, parents, brothers, and
sisters. If this problem is not resolved, then how
can their hearts be "stable"?

The second is economic instability. Those of us
Educated Youths on farms are living in remote
places far away [from our hometowns].
Frequently traveling back and forth to visit our
families causes transportation congestion and
creates great expenses for the state: In some
places, there are suddenly thousands more
people, and the localities cannot afford it,
resulting in difficulties. The state needs to run
shipments; families want to send parcels by mail;
individuals must carry things. As a result, goods
cannot circulate in an orderly manner. This
makes it difficult for the state to control; the
expenditure is too great, and the market is
chaotic. How can the economy be "stable"?

The third is instability on the farm. Although we
young people were deprived of learning
opportunities by Lin Biao and the "Gang of Four,"
the five years of school life we experienced
before the Cultural Revolution automatically
sowed the seeds of ambition and aspiration in our
hearts. Through tenacious self-study, many
people have passed the university entrance
exam. We yearn for the "Four Modernizations,"
yearn for a brilliant tomorrow, and hope to
contribute to the "Four Modernizations," and we
are absolutely unwilling to use hoes to work the
earth for the rest of our lives! Eight or nine years
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of empty life, the stupidity of local bureaucrats,
and the atmosphere of bureaucracy have already
caused us to lose confidence in the farm. No one
can rebuild this confidence, and besides, it is in
their nature to retaliate. After this fierce struggle,
they will take revenge, and nobody can change
this. If this continues, the struggle between
retaliation and counter-retaliation is inevitable.
How can the farm be "stable"?

We believe that the "complete clearing out" of the
Educated Youth on the farm is the product of a
certain historical class. Since the historical period
that produced it has passed, it should be restored
to its original state. Educated Youths who were
resettled on farms under the current historical
conditions should not be compared to us. Facts
have fully proved that we are by no means
obsolete waste, our youth is not over, and we can
still become a strike force for the "Four
Modernizations." Those who think that we are
"obsolete waste" are raping public opinion,
mocking the people, and being obstinate, and
they will be punished by history. If the
"bureaucratic" working style of the "step-by-step
solution" method is followed, by the time it
gradually gets to us, our hair and our beards will
probably be gray.

Our "case" is the greatest unjust case. It is
reasonable for us to demand the same treatment
as the Educated Youth sent down as rural
farmers. We are by no means making trouble for
no reason. Right now, the "Four Modernizations"
are taking majestic strides. We do not believe that
this majestic contingent for the new Long March
cannot accommodate only a few hundred
thousand people! If this unjust case is not
rehabilitated, genuine stability and unity cannot
be achieved, and achievement of genuine
stability and unity will be mostly empty talk.

We believe in Chairman Hua [Guofeng] and the
Party Central Committee, and we hope that, for
the sake of genuine stability and unity and to
accelerate the pace of the "Four Modernizations,"
the investigation team will carefully consider the
legitimate wishes and reasonable demands that
affect the lives of hundreds of thousands of
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people and involve the emotions of millions of
people.

-- 13th Team, Third Branch Farm
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Let the Mind Break Free From the Cage and Take a Step With the
Courage of Conviction 1L BE/MIFET - ERESTN—F

The rousing article "To Be a Citizen" was
published in the Worker's Daily on 25 February
1979. Listen, this is liberating; it breaks through
decades of ideological cages with incisive lines
that smash the shackles of the spirit. It is like the
sounds of "The Internationale," wheeling in our
hearts with great impact! Tens of millions of
young people, tens of millions of waves, all rush
into the sea of history. We are the descendants
of the excellent Chinese nation; we are young
people who grew up in New China; and | am still
proud of this lofty sense of history. As early as
the Xinhai Revolution of 1911, Mr. Sun Yat-sen
put forward the ideas of the people's livelihood,
civil rights, and democracy—the Three
Principles of the People—which sprouted in the
hearts of the Chinese people 70 years ago.
However, China's semifeudal and semicolonial
society imprisoned the people's thoughts. For
thousands of years, the servility and inertia of
the Chinese gradually extinguished the spark of
democracy. In this way, year after year, day after
day, people's hearts cooled down and their
minds became numb. After Liberation, these
numb hearts began to warm up. The socialist
Constitution and democratic guarantees made
us happy. Hundreds of millions of people spoke
from their hearts with a common voice: "Spring
is here." At this critical time when things were in
bud, however, the cold wave of autocracy of the
"Gang of Four" disrupted the warm message of
spring and destroyed the newly blossoming buds
of democracy. Now, the springtime momentum
of the "April 5th" movement will gradually dispel
the cold wave of autocracy of the "Gang of
Four," and 800 million people will surely wake
up. Fight for democracy, fight for human rights,
follow in Mr. [Sun] Yat-sen's footsteps, and fight
for freedom. Struggle hard to enable our minds
to achieve a second surge of momentum! Work
hard! Our generation will become a great
generation for ourselves, for the next generation,
and to fight for civil rights. Be a real citizen of
New China and enjoy real civil rights!
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After the Party liberated China, in the first few
years, the Party's documents and newspapers
always made us feel convinced and happy, and
they always felt reasonable. Even if something
unreasonable could occasionally be found in
them, this was understandable since bias is
unavoidable in the process of seeking truth. It
could be corrected promptly, and the Party did
indeed continuously correct deviations. Back
then, Party meetings and the political life of the
masses always carried the spirit of criticism and
self-criticism. It really was "correcting any
mistakes you make but maintaining your good
record if you did not make mistakes" and
"speaking without fear of reprisals and knowing
that the listeners will take you seriously." The
people's democracy was indeed not empty talk...
Later, some inconceivable things happened, but
overall, things were good later on... Over the
past few years, there have been more and more
strange occurrences. Good people have been
oppressed, and bad people have been in power;
telling lies has led to promotions and wealth, but
telling the truth has caused misfortune. The
Constitution was promulgated but could not be
implemented; any spontaneous action was
prohibited... During the "May 4th" movement,
signs were made about all kinds of points to
make a fuss. Did you just choose and adhere to
whatever doctrines young people followed? At
that time, of course it was great to shout slogans
calling for democracy and science, but the
reactionaries couldn't do something to you all of
a sudden. Now, whether it's Chen Boda, Lin
Biao, or the "three people with 10 eyes," they
are all carrying the banner of the Communist
Party, but they are pursuing feudal autocracy
and policies that ignore the people and keep
them in the dark. The pretense that is revealed,
however, is the Marxist-Leninist truth of the
"dictatorship of the masses": If you oppose
them, hey, they will say that you oppose the
Communist Party because you want to be
bourgeoisie, and democracy is wanting to
engage in "sending satellites into the sky while
the red flag falls to the ground." They will impose
dictatorship against you at every turn.... Can
socialist modernization be separated from
"sending satellites into the sky"? Is
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modernization the inevitable result of the "red
flag falling to the ground"? Therefore, we
Chinese youth in the 1970s must be able to
distinguish between the real and the fake
Communist Party branding.

It turns out that we believed whatever people
told us. It seems that we forgot that we are living
people of flesh and blood who have a
conscience. We have been suppressing the
desire and hope that poured from our hearts,
believing that the only signpost of life must be
caution, caution, and more caution. We believe
that we must follow orders from the "top bosses"
and never make suggestions or express our
opinions to our superiors; even when we were
pressured by evil influences, we could not
naturally suggest slogans of "down with so-and-
so." If there are reactionaries and you don't fight,
such leaders will not fall. However, in my own
practice, | have come to this conclusion: It is still
safe to follow the strategy of "when it comes to
reactionary things, if they don't collapse, | won't
fight them."... Now, we are not so stupid; we
must investigate and study; we must use our
brains to think; we must defend what should be
defended; and we must strive for what should be
obtained... There are two roads before us: either
the bright road of the "Four Modernizations" or
the dark path of rule by the four major families.
There are tens of millions of us young people,
and we have the right to safeguard the dignity
and the interests of the Chinese nation. We
cannot keep living like this. To realize the "Four
Modernizations" announced by Premier Zhou
[Enlai], we have to head for the place where the
sun rises, knock down the obstacles, and take a
step forward... So, we think that we must work
with millions of people to regain the civil rights
that have been lost. From now on, whoever
wants to be a good member of the Communist
Youth League or the Communist Party should
start by being a good citizen!

Oh, young people! When you step out of this
door, don't fear the wind or the rain, don't fear
the thunder or the lightning—just go, and puff
out your chest! Go, join tens of millions of
ordinary people to become a righteous citizen of
socialism!
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You have the right to distinguish between true
and false Marxism!

You have the right to expose the conspiracy of
the national traitors who trampled on the rights
of party discipline and national law in the name
of the party.

You have the right to vote and to be elected, and
you can choose real Marxists and public
servants as your leaders. You can cast votes
opposing the villains and their fakery!

Go! Take the first step in this life, go! Go and be
citizens!

What a bright road, what a confident first step!
Our awakened youths have taken this firm step
and headed off bravely in the end. From 4 May
1919 to 5 April 1976, how many Chinese youth
have stepped over the threshold of life
illuminated by the torch of scientific truth and the
people's democracy?! Don't fear opposition,
don't fear people's hesitation, don't be
discouraged by people's ignorance. Go forward,
go forward. For the prosperity and strength of
socialism, say what you want to say and do what
you should do. Go on, go and be a citizen!

-- Propaganda Group of the General Petition
Committee of the Educated Youth of Mengding
Farm

9 February 1979
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A Telegram to the General Office of the State Council 25E %573
NITHIEBHR

General Office of the State Council: EZRHAT
We are the Educated Youth of Mengding Farm in o _ .
Gengma, Yunnan Province. We came here in H2 =AM BZERDIFIRS
1969, 1970, and 1971 from the cities of Kunming, L BEAA 0 F—EDRIHE
Shanghai, and Chengdu, respectively.

BE ~ £~ pUERRRY

We responded to Chairman Mao [Zedong]'s call,
and, like Educated Youth across the country, we
have worked and lived here for eight, nine, or ten
years with an attitude of accepting the poor and . NEZT, B
lower-middle peasants. During this time, we have KNZMNEEROSE > BEE
worked hard without complaint. We profoundly B IESATPROSE > &

understand that the country was ruined by Lin S e S A S
Biao and the "Gang of Four," and the national REZMEETNF~ NF -~ TF -

economy suffered unprecedented catastrophe. We | #rix8Ag) » BfIEaglll » =28
follow the laws of economics, do not trifle over L e _ )
personal gains and losses, and continue working = ° RARATRRANE - EREME

diligently here. WA ERERERT  BREF
BIZERNER) - BAMEEENH

MH

We were ecstatic about the convening of the
National Conference on Educated Youth Going




Up to the Mountains and Down to the
Countryside. We anxiously awaited the Party
Central Committee's call. However, the documents
produced by the meeting greatly disappointed us.
Why have we not received the same treatment as
those Educated Youth who were in the production
and construction corps? We cannot understand it:
Why is the same historical background being
looked at differently now?

When Chairman Mao [Zedong], Premier Zhou
[Enlai], and Chairman Zhu [De] passed away, our
tears flowed along with those of the people of the
whole country. When Chairman Hua [Guofeng]
and the Party Central Committee smashed the
"Gang of Four," we cheered along with the people
of the whole country; and when Vice Chairman
Deng [Xiaoping] came back to work, we and the
people of the whole country endorsed it together.
Our hearts are as passionate as those of the people
of the whole country.

Now, many of the Educated Youth in the rural
villages have entered the ranks of industry and
started to contribute to the Four Modernizations.
Why are we considered unworthy of doing this?
Why can't we do this? Could it be that the vast
number of mining and industrial enterprises cannot
accommodate us? Why should others be treated
better than us in terms of reassignment?

Those who recruited us for the farm used the
pretense of Lin Biao's two "vigorous
developments" and the slogans of "troop
recruitment [to many youths, joining the army was
considered the highest honor at the time]," but
they fooled us with deceptive means. However, we
focus our enmity on Lin Biao and the "Gang of
Four." We are the people who were most
persecuted by Lin Biao and the "Gang of Four."
Can't we be rehabilitated now? Why not? We can't
figure it out—we really can't figure it out!

There is only one conclusion: The farm
representatives attending the National Conference
on Educated Youth did not represent our wishes.
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They deceived those above and below them,
resorted to despicable methods, and conspired and
schemed. As a result, our demands were not
discussed, and our cries were not heard by the
Party Central Committee.

We believe in Chairman Hua, Vice Chairman
Deng, and the Party Central Committee, but we
can't trust those bureaucrats who lied to others and
only reported good news, not bad news. They
ignored our objective reality and did everything
possible to suppress democracy. They made it so
that what we wanted to say could not be said, our
arguments could not be expressed plainly, and our
wishes could not come to fruition. Under such
circumstances, we have no choice but to go on
strike. We know that doing so will bring certain
losses to the country. However, we have done so
only when we have no other choice. We hope that
the Party Central Committee and the State Council
will understand our behavior and know that we
will be able to make up for this loss.

We were very happy that the 25 December notice
from the State Council arrived. We hope that the
investigation team will soon come here and listen
to our voices. However, we can't resume work
now because we have reason to worry that the
leaders here will continue to act deceptively to
keep the investigation team from meeting with us.
Now we call on you by telegram and implore you
to quickly instruct the investigation teams of
relevant provinces, cities, and departments to meet
with us as soon as possible and listen to what we
have to say. We look forward to the arrival of the
investigation team like children look forward to
seeing their mothers. Now we have reached the
point of no return.

-- The Educated Youth of Mengding Farm,
Gengma, Yunnan Province
4 January 1979
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